
 
JOINT STATEMENT 
September 1, 2021 

 
After an unprecedented 18 months, the Chicagoland Humane Coalition has come 
together to issue a statement regarding the alarming trend of overcrowding in area 
animal shelters.  
 
After experiencing unusually high adoption rates during the pandemic with so 
many individuals locked down at home, numbers are now turning in a negative 
direction for homeless animal populations.  
 
Multiple factors are contributing to the decline in adoptions for pets in need: 

● The pandemic is surging once again 
● People aren’t getting out as much as they did earlier this summer 
● Summer months are typically slow for adoptions 
● Reduced staff 
● Veterinarian shortage 
● Foster shortage (a complete reversal from last year) 

 
Working together to help address the issues and assist pet parents in need, 
the Coalition has been focused on pet retention efforts including: 

● Access to veterinary wellness support 
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Here’s what concerned community members can do to help with this problem: 

● Visit your local shelter 
● Adopt a shelter animal  
● Sponsor adoption fees 
● Volunteer as a foster home 
● Share adoptable animals on social media 
● Share adoptable animal flyers with businesses you frequent 

 
Together we are all stronger and can make a difference in reversing this distressing 
trend. Let’s help get more animals home, together. Please contact any of the 
organizations below to see what you can do to make a difference in the lives of so 
many animals who need our help. 
 
The Chicagoland Humane Coalition is creating a future where pets and people are 
fully supported, mutually respected and integrated into the fabric of our 
community. Our mission is to ensure the best possible outcomes for pets and 
people by building upon common ground, focusing on pressing local issues and 
supporting our communities.  
 
As trusted partners in animal care, we will keep you updated through our websites 
and social media. The Chicagoland Humane Coalition is: 
Animal Care League 
Best Friends Animal Society 
Chicago Animal Care and Control 
DuPage County Animal Care and Control 
Evanston Animal Shelter 

Heartland Animal Shelter 
Hinsdale Humane Society 
One Tail at a Time 
Safe Humane 
South Suburban Humane Society 



The Anti-Cruelty Society Tree House Humane Society
 


